
Beyond GDP: The Ongoing Search 
to Measure “Wellbeing”

• OLLI Fall Term 2022
• Wednesdays, 1-3pm 
• Sept. 14 thru Nov. 2 

• Co-facilitators: 

David Carlson, 

EEE Forum founder

and 

Paul Belanger,

EEE Forum webmaster



“Other noteworthy frameworks of 
human & ecological wellbeing (HEW)”

Session #7 Outline

• OLLI Announcements

• Highlights from Session #6 – Doughnut Economics, 
Climate Change, Regenerative Economics and the SDGs

• 1st hour: Two noteworthy Colorado HEW frameworks

• 5-minute break

• 2nd hour: Guest presentation and Q&A: see next slide

• Looking ahead to Session #8 (Nov. 2nd)



Rocky Piro
PhD, FAICP

Retired Urban Planner, 

previous Executive Director, 

Colorado Center for 

Sustainable Urbanism,
Univ. of Colorado -- Denver

Week #7 (Oct. 26th) Guest Presentation
“Planning to Thrive: Sustainable, Resilient, and Equitable 

Communities for the 21st Century”



Kate Raworth
December 16, 2014

Why it’s time for “Doughnut Economics”

https://youtu.be/1BHOflzxPjI

https://youtu.be/1BHOflzxPjI


The “Doughnut” of Social and Planetary Boundaries (2017)
Kate Raworth, Oxford Ecological Economist

“Put simply, it’s a radically 

new compass for guiding 

humanity this century. And 

it points toward a future 

that can provide for every 

person’s needs while 

safeguarding the living 

world on which we all 

depend.”

--Doughnut Economics, p. 
39.



Mapping the SDGs onto the 
Raworth Doughnut (preliminary)
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“Regenerative Economics and the SDGs”

Brenna 
Simmons-
St. Onge,
Executive 
Director

The Alliance Center

https://www.thealliancecenter.org/


The Alliance Center and the SDGs



A Regenerative Economy 

delivers wellbeing by 

meeting human needs 

abundantly in ways that 

strengthen our natural and 

social life support systems.

It’s an economy in service to 
life! It enhances human dignity, 
as it ensures ecological 
integrity. 

The Regenerative Recovery Coalition 



Indicators for each SDG are available at
2021 SDSN Colorado Profile.

Dashboards

Trends
On track
Mod. Improving
Stagnating
Decreasing
N/A  

https://us-states.sdgindex.org/profiles/colorado


2021 report: From SDG dashboard TO SDG#2 ZERO HUNGER indicators  
TO FOOD INSECURITY indicator metric



To Paul Belanger’s slides



The Raworth Doughnut:
Red indicates Social Foundation shortfalls (of 12 human wellbeing 

domains) & 4 overshoots (amongst 9 Ecological Boundaries)



Projected Sea 
Level Rise

2022

8-9 inches



https://skepticalscience.com/ipcc-
global-warming-projections.htm

www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2021/08/IPCC_WGI-AR6-Press-Release_en.pdf

https://skepticalscience.com/ipcc-global-warming-projections.htm
http://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2021/08/IPCC_WGI-AR6-Press-Release_en.pdf


• Extreme Weather 
events will become 
more costly resulting 
in a false GDP – i.e. a 
divergence of the 
GDP vs. GPI

• Sea level rise –
becomes 
astronomical

Chris Stiffler presentation 9/21/2022 to OLLI: Beyond GDP
https://eeeforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Chris-Stiffler-Measuring-Genuine-Progress-GPI-Lecture-2022.pdf

https://eeeforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Chris-Stiffler-Measuring-Genuine-Progress-GPI-Lecture-2022.pdf


• Extreme Weather events 
will become more costly 
resulting in a false GDP – i.e. 
a divergence of the GDP vs. 
GPI

• Sea level rise – becomes 
astronomical

https://skepticalscience.com/29-billion-dollar-disasters-
2022.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/26/climate/un-climate-pledges-
warming.html?emc=edit_na_20221026&ref=cta&nl=breaking-news

https://skepticalscience.com/29-billion-dollar-disasters-2022.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/26/climate/un-climate-pledges-warming.html?emc=edit_na_20221026&ref=cta&nl=breaking-news


What Individuals can do and how are we 
educating about it?

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-
9326/aa7541/meta

education and government 
recommendations miss the 
most effective individual 
actions

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa7541/meta


A Geologic Perspective:
How thinking like a 
geologist can help save the 
world

Save the date: Saturday 
December 10th 5 p.m. 
Mountain

https://quimpergeology.org/2022/2022-12-10-marcia-
bjornerud-timefulness-how-thing-like-a-geologist-can-save-the-
world/

https://quimpergeology.org/2022/2022-12-10-marcia-bjornerud-timefulness-how-thing-like-a-geologist-can-save-the-world/


https://drawdown.org/
Click on the link: sign up for newsletters, learn more

https://drawdown.org/


https://drawdown.org/
Click on the link: sign up for newsletters, learn more

https://drawdown.org/


https://drawdown.org/
Click on the link: sign up for newsletters, learn more

https://drawdown.org/


https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050

https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050


Resources

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39105295-abundant-
earth?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=76HySSNn9u&rank=1

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39105295-abundant-earth?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=76HySSNn9u&rank=1


Resources: David Grinspoon
Earth in Human hands:
We know what we can do
but we need government leadership partnered 
with the private sector

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26031232-earth-in-human-
hands?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8iCQ0YNM0g&rank=1

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26031232-earth-in-human-hands?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=8iCQ0YNM0g&rank=1


VOTE

In my mind:

• ALL HANDS-ON DECK

• VOTE: every vote is a climate vote (among others)

• End Paul Belanger’s slides/presentation



Back to David Carlson’s slides

There was discussion and everyone got kicked out and resumed some 
15 minute later



Session #7: Other noteworthy frameworks of human 
and ecological wellbeing

• We’ll examine at least two examples: The 12-page 2022 
Colorado County Health Rankings Report features a 
common set of 35 indicators for ranking the counties in 
Colorado that gives equal weight to Health Outcomes and 
Health Factors. Similar reports for each state have been 
published since 2010. 

• Since 2014, the Social Progress Imperative has produced a 
Social Progress Index (SPI) of 50+ social and environmental 
indicators for most countries annually and for U.S. states in 
2018. (from the syllabus)

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/reports/state-reports/2022-colorado-state-report
https://www.socialprogress.org/


This 12-page annual 

report features a 

common set of 35 

indicators for ranking 

the counties in Colorado 

that gives equal weight 

to Health Outcomes and 

Health Factors.

2022 Colorado County Health Rankings Report

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/reports/state-reports/2022-colorado-state-report


Conceptual Framework

Note that 5 of Colorado’s 64 counties are not ranked.



Length and Quality of Life → Health OUTCOMES (= 50% of ranking)



Components of . . . . . . Health FACTORS (= 50% of ranking)



2022 County Health Rankings: 
35 key indicators

• 50% of each county’s ranking is 
based upon on Health 
OUTCOMES (5 indicators)

AND

• 50% of each county’s ranking is 
based upon on Health 
FACTORS (30 indicators)



“Economic Security is Key to Thriving Communities”

● Economic security enables families to cover basic needs such as housing, 
education, childcare, food, and medical care. Each of these needs has 
demonstrated ties to health. However, economic security is not equally 
accessible to all people.

● Median household income varies by race and ethnicity across Colorado 
counties ranging between $52,028 for American Indian & Alaska Native 
households to $83,168 for Asian households. These income disparities 
demonstrate how economic security is not equally accessible to all people 
living in Colorado.

--from the 2022 Colorado County Health Rankings Report (p. 7)

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/reports/state-reports/2022-colorado-state-report


The Social Progress Imperative

Mission: To use data to influence policies and investments to 
better serve all of humanity.             

Michael Green, CEO of the Social Progress Imperative. 
View his most recent TED talk (2018): "The global goals 
we've made progress on, and the ones we haven't."

https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_green_the_global_goals_we_ve_made_progress_on_and_the_ones_we_haven_t?language=en


The Social Progress Imperative
Mission: To use data to influence policies and investments to better 

serve all of humanity.

• Definition: Social progress is “the capacity of a society to meet 
the basic human needs of its citizens, establish the building 
blocks that allow citizens and communities to enhance and 
sustain the quality of their lives, and create the conditions for all 
individuals to reach their full potential.” 

• Economic indicators are intentionally excluded: “. . . our aim is 
to measure social progress directly, rather than through 
economic proxies.” Indicators are based on outcomes, not 
inputs or goals.

socialprogress.org

https://www.socialprogress.org/


Social Progress Index component-level framework



SOCIAL PROGRESS IMPERATIVE
The 2022 Social Progress Index 
for the United States

• 60 indicators for 12 components 
across 3 broad dimensions of 
Social Progress

• Overall rank: 25th out of 169 
countries 

• Available at
U.S. 2022 SPI Profile Page

https://www.socialprogress.org/?code=USA&tab=2


https://socialprogressdotblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/all-50.pdf

2018 State Profile 
for Colorado

53 indicators in 12 
categories across 3 

broad themes: 
Basic Human 

Needs, Foundations 
of Wellbeing, and 

Opportunity 

https://socialprogressdotblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/07/all-50.pdf


The Social Progress Index and the 17 SDGs

“Currently, the Social Progress 
Index measures outcomes 
related to all 17 goals and 
reflects 131 out of 169 targets 
in one simple framework, 
which makes the 
implementation, visualization 
and actionability of the SDGs 
a tangible reality for social 
innovators all over the world.”

The Contribution of the Social Progress Index to the 2030 Agenda  

https://www.socialprogress.org/static/e9c5d84be973bd5e2a9aa213854d381e/contribution-of-spi-to-2030-agenda.pdf


SPI Update Coming for U.S. States + 500 Cities

● “The US Social Progress Index is coming soon. It is the 
most comprehensive collection of social and environmental 
data of all 50 states and the 500 largest US cities, down to 
28,000 census tracts. During such a polarized time it is 
important to have data-driven solutions, by creating a 
universally agreed upon framework for success we can 
agree on the metrics and the path forward for building 
back better.”

● For SPI updates via email, click on form to receive SPI updates.

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001i2tvNgADGWoLAs27UdyRkfORg0PQG8uBS-xZoxkj1dLA_P7xmDITaXel0NHZeLGHxnxVdVNsIWv_v8Tgm0-dSZh1qQNGaNT_60RTv8c0pM0%3D


To Rocky’s presentation – see separately 



Rocky Piro
PhD, FAICP

Retired Urban Planner, 

previous Executive Director, 

Colorado Center for 
Sustainable Urbanism

Week #7 (Oct. 26th) Guest Presentation
“Planning to Thrive: Sustainable, Resilient, and Equitable 

Communities for the 21st Century”



John Lodenkamper

Quaker Institute for the 
Future Research Group

Final Session (Nov. 2nd) Guest Presentation

“Toward a Life-Centered Economy: From the Rule of Monday to 
the Rewards of Stewardship”



Final session, 2nd hour: Topics chosen by class!

• Do you have questions, suggestions, resources, or other 
comments related to (a) topics and guest presentations 
from previous weeks, and/or (b) the course theme as a 
whole that you would like to share with the class?

• If so, please email them to us beforehand—best if we 
receive them no later than Friday, October 28th. We’ll 
organize and distribute them to everyone by Monday, 
October 31st, for sharing and discussion on November 2nd.


