
Beyond GDP: The Ongoing Search 
to Measure “Wellbeing”

• OLLI Fall Term 2022
• Wednesdays, 1-3pm 
• Sept. 14 thru Nov. 2 

• Co-facilitators: 

David Carlson, 

EEE Forum founder

and 

Paul Belanger,

EEE Forum webmaster



SDG Indicator Crisis and Response ☺
Session #5 Outline

• OLLI Announcements

• Highlights from Session #4 – SD history, public health disparities

• 3 state Beyond GDP programs—VA, HI, and AZ

• SDG Indicators and rankings for nations, states, and cities

• 5-minute break

• Guest presentation and Q&A:    s e e   n e x t   s l i d e

• Looking ahead to Session #6 (Oct. 19th)



AFTER COVID: 
Food Insecurity, Climate Change, 

NEW Challenges

CA FOCUS ON LOCAL FOOD ACCESS & 
SUSTAINABILITY

BEYOND GDP.  -- OCTOBER 12, 2022
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Some State-level Beyond GDP Programs

▪ Maryland (Genuine Progress Indicator) 2010-

▪ Oregon Shines (Tracking Our Progress, 1989-2009)

▪ Minnesota Milestones (1991-2001, 2009-2011)  

▪ Minnesota Compass (2010--) 

▪ New Jersey Sustainable State (1995-2007)  

oVirginia Performs (2003-2017)

oHawai'i 2050 Sustainability Plan (2005--)

oArizona Indicators (2007--)

https://dnr.maryland.gov/mdgpi/Pages/what-is-the-GPI.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Progress_Board
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/2011-minnesota-milestones-executive-summary_tcm36-220478.pdf
https://www.mncompass.org/
https://njssi.net/
https://vaperforms.virginia.gov/
https://planning.hawaii.gov/sustainability/hawaii2050/
https://www.arizonaindicators.org/


VIRGINIA 
PERFORMS 
(2003 – 17)
“Measuring 

What Matters to 
Virginians”



Hawai'i 2050 Sustainability Plan

This recently-updated Plan 
lists pertinent legislation 
and aligns the state’s 
goals, policies, and actions 
with the SDGs across
8 focus areas (with 38 

strategies and 250 
recommended actions).

1.Promote a sustainable Economic 

Recovery

2.Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions

3. Improve Climate Resilience

4.Advance Sustainable Communities

5.Advance Equity

6. Institutionalize Sustainability 

Throughout Government

7.Preserve the Natural Environment

8.Perpetuate Traditional Ecological 

Knowledge and Values

https://planning.hawaii.gov/sustainability/hawaii2050/


• Began in 2007 by Arizona State 
University with several community 
partners. Still ongoing.

• Purpose: to serve as a central 
resource for data and insights to 
help support policy making and 
public awareness of the state’s 
competitiveness and other issues.

• Arizona Indicators presents 
interactive data visualizations and 
mapping tools, public opinion 
data, and timely policy analysis.

Broad content areas

1. Economy

2. Public Finance

3. Education

4. Innovation

5. Sustainability

6. Culture

7. Health

8. Human Assistance

9. Criminal Justice

10.Transportation

https://sustainability-innovation.asu.edu/dcdc/arizona-indicators/




Our Common Future (aka, The Brundtland Report) 1987
--a definition of “sustainable development”

Sustainable development is development that meets the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.

It contains within it two key concepts: 

• the concept of ‘needs’, in particular the essential needs of 
the world’s poor, to which overriding priority should be 
given; and

• the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology 
and social organization on the environment’s ability to meet 
present and future needs. 

Our Common Future (p. 41)

Gro Harlem 
Brundtland,
U.N. World 

Commission 
Chair

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf


2000 (8 MDGs) 
vs 2015’s 17 
SDGs



The Human Development Index (UN Development Programme)
HDI Dimensions and Indicators

For more about HDI,  visit Human Development Index (UNDP, 1990).

Mahbub 
ul Haq,

Pakistani
Economist

https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/human-development-index#/indicies/HDI


Latest HDI rankings by 
the UN Development 
Programme. For more 

information, visit
UNDP HDI data.

The United States ranks 
21st out of 191 countries.

https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks


It’s not your genetic code. It’s 

your zip code!
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Colorado

Dr.Sheila Davis

Director

Office of Health Equity

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

October 5, 2022
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Changes in Life Expectancy 
Years of Expected Life: 2019-2020

Colorado experienced 

declines in life 

expectancy across all 

racial and ethnic groups 

between 2019 and 

2020. These declines 

were most pronounced 

among all Communities 

of Color and due mainly 

to COVID-19, but also 

delaying care, and 

increases in drug and 

alcohol-related deaths.

Source: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Vital Statistics, Life Expectancy Tables, 2019-2020 14



SDG Indicator Crisis

● Soon after the SDGs and targets were agreed to in 
September 2015, the UN Statistical Commission endorsed 
a preliminary set of 231 indicators to track progress toward 
the SDGs. 

● The UN-led Inter-Agency and Expert Group subsequently 
determined that reliable global data and consensus 
statistical methodologies were available for only 98 of the 
231 indicators (40%). 



The Sustainable Development Solutions Network responds!

● The SDSN has been operating since 2012 under 
the auspices of the UN Secretary-General. The 
SDSN is building national and regional networks of 
knowledge institutions, solution-focused thematic 
networks, and the SDG Academy, an online 
university for sustainable development.

● Since 2016, SDSN and its collaborators worldwide 
have rigorously developed dashboards and 
indexes based upon SDG indicators to track 
progress toward reaching each SDG by 2030.

Jeffrey Sachs,
SDSN 

Director



Recent SDSN Reports: Nations, U.S. States & Cities

2022 SD Report--
SDSN

2021 US SD Report--SDSN 2019 US Cities SD Report--SDSN

https://resources.unsdsn.org/2022-sustainable-development-report
https://resources.unsdsn.org/united-states-sustainable-development-report-2021
https://www.sdsnusa.org/news/2019-us-cities-sustainable-development-report


2022 SDSN global report – Highlights  

● Peace, diplomacy, and international cooperation are fundamental conditions for 
the world to progress on the SDGs towards 2030 and beyond. 

● For the second year in a row, the world is no longer making progress on the 
SDGs.

● A global plan to finance the SDGs is needed. 
● At mid-point on the way to 2030, policy efforts and commitments supporting the 

SDGs vary significantly across countries, including among G20 countries. 
● Rich countries generate negative international spillovers notably through 

unsustainable consumption; Europe is taking actions.
● The COVID-19 pandemic forced data providers to innovate and build new forms 

of partnerships; these should be leveraged and scaled up to promote SDG 
impacts by 2030 and beyond. 



Recent SDSN reports: progress rankings & index scores*
for nations and U. S. states

Nations (2020 report) → Nations  (2022 report)
#1      Sweden (84.7) #1     Finland (86.5)
#31   United States (76.4)* #41   United States (74.6)
#166 Central African Congo (38.5) #163 South Sudan  (39.0)

U.S. States (2018 report) → U.S. States (2021 report)
#1 Massachusetts (61.0) #1 Vermont (60.4)
#15 Colorado (52.2) #13 Colorado (53.6)
#50 Louisiana (31.2) #50 Mississippi (30.5)

*For example, on average, the U.S. was 76.4% of the way toward reaching the 
best possible outcomes across the 17 SDGs in 2020. 



2019 SDSN report: progress rankings & index scores
for the 105 largest U. S. cities and MSAs^

#1  San Francisco-Oakland, CA (69.7)
#2  San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA (67.9)
#3  Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV (66.7)
#4  Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA (66.0)
#5  Madison, WI (65.9)
. . . 
#22 Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO (54.5)
#68 Colorado Springs, CO (46.1)
. . . 
#104 Jackson, MS (30.5)
#105 Baton Rouge, LA (30.3)

^ Metropolitan Statistical Areas



2021 SDSN U.S. States Report – Highlights

• No state has met the SDGs, and none are currently “on track” 
to achieve the SDGs by 2030. 

• All states are stagnating on the SDGs. 
• Every state has at least 20% of indicators going in the wrong 

direction. If SDG progress were scored as an exam, nearly 2/3 
of state and indicator values would be getting an 'F’.

• However, there are 81 indicators where at least one state is 
on track for SDG achievement, which demonstrates that while 
progress thus far is unacceptably slow, there are bright spots 
across the country and achievement is within reach. ☺





2021 Status of SDG Progress by States toward 2030



In the next slide, 
let’s focus on SDG 
#2 (Zero Hunger) 
and its indicators.

Go to
Colorado SDG 

Dashboard

and click on SDG 
#2.

https://us-states.sdgindex.org/profiles/colorado


In the next 
slide, let’s see 
the 
quantitative 
metric for the 
indicator, 
“food 
insecurity.”

Click on the 
indicator.



The 
quantitative 
metric for 
the indicator, 
“food 
insecurity,” is 
“Percent of 
households 
experiencing 
food 
insecurity”!



Leave No One Behind: A Central SDG Promise

● Leave no one behind (LNOB) is the central, transformative 
promise of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and its Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

● It represents the unequivocal commitment of all UN 
Member States to eradicate poverty in all its forms, end 
discrimination and exclusion, and reduce the inequalities 
and vulnerabilities that leave people behind and 
undermine the potential of individuals and of humanity as 
a whole.



Leave No One 
Behind

Indicators and 
Trends

2021 SDSN 
Report

for U.S. States



U.S. State 2021 rankings for Leave No One Behind



Leave No One Behind 
scores by state



Week #6 (October 19th) -- Guest Presentation: 
“Regenerative Economics and the SDGs”

Brenna 

Simmons-St. Onge

Executive Director

The Alliance Center

CONNECTING PEOPLE. INSPIRING IMPACT.

https://www.thealliancecenter.org/

