Beyond GDP: The Ongoing Search
to Measure “Wellbeing”

e OLLI Fall Term 2022
* Wednesdays, 1-3pm
e Sept. 14 thru Nov. 2

* Co-facilitators:
David Carlson,
EEE Forum founder
and
Paul Belanger,
EEE Forum webmaster




Sustainable Development, Equity, and the U.N.
Session #4 Outline
* OLLI Announcements
* Highlights from Session #3 — state BGDP Overview and WEALL
* SDGs and the U.N.’s 50-year focus on Sustainable Development
* 5-minute break

* Guest presentation and Q&A: Sheila Davis, Office of Health
Equity, Colorado Dept. of Public Health and Environment

“Equity and Public Health: It’s Not Your Genetic Code
But Your Zip Code That Matters”
* Looking ahead to Session #5 (Oct. 12th)



Some State-level Beyond GDP Programs

= Maryland (Genuine Progress Indicator) 2010-
= Oregon Shines (Tracking Our Progress, 1989-2009)
= Minnesota Milestones (1991-2001, 2009-2011)

= Minnesota Compass (2010--)

= New Jersey Sustainable State (1995-2007)
oVirginia Performs (2003-2017)

oHawai'i 2050 Sustainability Plan (2005--)
oArizona Indicators (2007--)



https://dnr.maryland.gov/mdgpi/Pages/what-is-the-GPI.aspx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Progress_Board
https://mn.gov/admin/assets/2011-minnesota-milestones-executive-summary_tcm36-220478.pdf
https://www.mncompass.org/
https://njssi.net/
https://vaperforms.virginia.gov/
https://planning.hawaii.gov/sustainability/hawaii2050/
https://www.arizonaindicators.org/

State BGDP program overview — takeaways

* General pattern: Most state BGDP programs have been initiated or
endorsed by governors or the legislature. Goals were established and
indicators developed to track progress. [MD*, OR and MN Milestones-
-governors; VA and HI* -- legislature.] * program continues.

* Some discontinued programs have been replaced by tracking
indicators of wellbeing without explicit goals or shifting to a
community focus. [OR TOP to OR Community Foundation; NJ
Sustainable State to transitioned to Sustainable Jersey community
focus; MN Compass ongoing].

* AZ Indicators: no statewide goals or annual tracking report; ASU
faculty ready to respond to policy Qs



Week #3 (Sept. 28th) -- Guest Presentation:
“The Wellbeing Economy Alliance (WEAII)”

* Professor, Department of Geography and the
Environment, University of Denver
* “Most of my research focuses on applied issues
associated with the Human-Environment-
Sustainability problematic.”
 WEAIl is a collaboration of organisations,
alliances, movements and individuals working
towards a wellbeing economy, delivering
human and ecological wellbeing. (weall.org)




Conventional ECONOMIC Theory

Core Beliefs about human behavior:

Homo economicus

1) Insatiability
2) Perfect Rationality
3) Perfect Information

Broader Economic Behavior is simply the aggregation of decisions by
rational self-interested individuals. And, an invisible hand guides
these mdlwdual dec:swns S0 that we unw:ttmgly serve the broader

(4 .ests Greed is good.

5 like Daniel Kahneman are winning Nobel Prizes for
g oubhow these flawed assumptions of economics undermine
/ the entire tk eoretical framework of the discipline of economics.
e




Week #4 -- Sustainable development, equity, and the U.N.;
how relevant are the SDGs for NGOs and other groups?

GOOD HEALTH QUALITY
AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION

DECENT WORK AND 1

ECONOMIC GROWTH INEQUALITIES

1 PEACE, JUSTICE PARTNERSHIPS

AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS
INSTITUTIONS SUSTAINABLE
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What are the
17 Sustainable

Development

Goal 1: No poverty

Goal 2: Zero hunger

Goal 3: Good health and wellbeing

Goal 4: Quality education

Goal 5: Gender equality

Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation

Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy

Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth
Goal 9: Industry, innovation, and infrastructure
Goal 10: Reduced inequalities

Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities
Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production
Goal 13: Climate action

Goal 14: Life below water

Goal 15: Life on land

Goal 16: Peace, justice, and strong institutions
Goal 17: Partnerships for the goals



The first world conference on the environment!

e The 1972 U.N. Conference on the Human Environment in

Stockholm was the first world conference to make the
environment a major issue.

* Participants adopted 26 principles for sound management of
the environment and an Action Plan.

* The Stockholm Declaration placed environmental issues at
the forefront of international concerns and marked the start
of a dialogue between industrialized and developing
countries on the link between economic growth, the

pollution of the air, water, and oceans and the well-being of
people around the world.


https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/stockholm1972

U.N. World Commission on Environment and
Development (1983-87) -- objectives

* to propose long-term environmental strategies for achieving
sustainable development by the year 2000 and beyond;

* to recommend ways concern for the environment may be translated
into greater co-operation among developing countries and between
countries at different stages of economical and social development. ..

e to consider ways and means by which the international community
can deal more effectively with environment concerns; and

* to help define shared perceptions of long-term environmental issues
and the appropriate efforts needed to deal successfully with the
problems of protecting and enhancing the environment, . . .



Gro Harlem
Brundtland,
U.N. World
Commission
Chair

... The environment does not exist as a sphere separate
from human actions, ambitions, and needs, and attempts
to defend it in isolation from human concerns have given
the very word "environment" a connotation of naivety in
some political circles. The word "development” has also
been narrowed by some into a very limited focus, along the
lines of "what poor nations should do to become richer",
and thus again is automatically dismissed by many in the
international arena as being a concern of specialists, of
those involved in questions of "development assistance”.

But the "environment” is where we all live; and
"development” is what we all do in attempting to

improve our lot within that abode. The two are
inseparable.



Our Common Future (aka, The Brundtland Report) 1987
--a definition of “sustainable development”

Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of

the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.

It contains within it two key concepts:

* the concept of ‘needs’, in particular the essential needs of the
world’s poor, to which overriding priority should be given; anc

* the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social

organization on the environment’s ability to meet present anc
future needs.

Our Common Future (p. 41)



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-future.pdf

Post-Brundtland SD Conferences: 1992-2012

* The 1992 UN Conference on Environment & Development (aka, the
‘Rio Summit’ or ‘Earth Summit’) sought to implement the conceptual
understanding of sustainable development in the Brundtland Report.

* The 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (‘Rio+10’)
emphasized the social and economic dimensions of sustainable
development in light of the 8 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
adopted at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000. [SEE NEXT SLIDE]

* The 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable Development (‘Rio+20’)
launched a process to develop a set of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), building upon the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and
converging with the post-2015 development agenda.



2000 UN Millennium Development Goals
deadline: 2015

2002 Millennium Project: Action Plan Commissioned



https://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml

Is the 1987 Brundtland Report still relevant today?

How faithful have subsequent formulations of
sustainable development been to these three original
principles:

* intergenerational equity,
e concern for the poor, and

* the inseparability of the environment and
development?



Sustainable Development: From Brundtland to Rio 2012

It is generally accepted that sustainable development calls for
a convergence between the three pillars of economic
development, social equity, and environmental protection. . . .

While sustainable development is intended to encompass
three pillars, over the past 20 years it has often been
compartmentalized as an environmental issue. Added to this,
and potentially more limiting for the sustainable development
agenda, is the reigning orientation of development as purely
economic growth. . . . [underlining added]

-- from the Executive Summary


https://www.e-education.psu.edu/emsc302/sites/www.e-education.psu.edu.emsc302/files/Sustainable%20Development_from%20Brundtland%20to%20Rio%202012%20%281%29.pdf

Beyond GDP: The UN’s Human Development Index (1990)

Mahbub
ul Haq,

Pakistani
Economist

 The Human Development Index (HDI) is a

statistic composite index of life

expectancy, education (mean years of schooling
completed and expected years of schooling
upon entering the education system), and per
capita income indicators, which is used to rank
countries into four tiers of human development.
A country scores a higher level of HDI when

the lifespan is higher, the education level is
higher, and the gross national income GNI
(PPP) per capita is higher. It was developed by

Pakistani economist, Mahbub ul Hag.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_expectancy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_Index
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Per_capita_income
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_development_(humanity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_expectancy_at_birth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GNI_(PPP)_per_capita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahbub_ul_Haq

The Human Development Index (UN Development Programme)
HDI Dimensions and Indicators

DIMENSION

DIMENSIONS INDICATORS INDEX
Long and » Life expectancy at birth  * Life .
healthy Iife expectancy index

= Mean years of schooling Hunes Development
Index

Knowledge Eﬂ ety : HDI

A decent ' = GMNI per capita (PPP %)
standard of living ils

For more about HDI, visit Human Development Index (UNDP, 1990).



https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/human-development-index#/indicies/HDI
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https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/country-insights#/ranks

Equity and the SDGs

As we embark on this great collective journey, we pledge that no one will be

left behind. Recognizing that the dignity of the human person is
fundamental, we wish to see the Goals and targets met for all nations and

peoples and for all segments of society. And we will endeavour to reach the

furthest behind first.
--from the Declaration of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

“Leaving no one behind lies at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development. This principle is mentioned at least seven times in the
Agenda itself, and has been a recurrent theme in documents, pledges, call

to actions, interventions and statements delivered since - by Member
States, the UN and civil society.” "Realizing the SDGs for All"



https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23216Together_2030__Position_Paper__HLPF_2019.pdf

Hawai'i 2050 Sustainability Plan

1. Promote a sustainable Economic
Recovery

| 2.Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions
This recently-updated Plan 3 j5r0ve Climate Resilience
lists pertinent legislation 4. Advance Sustainable Communities
and ahgnso t.he state’s | 5. Advance Equity
goals, policies, and actions g |nqtitutionalize Sustainability
with the SDGs across Throughout Government

8 focus areas (with 38 7.Preserve the Natural Environment
strategies and 250 8. Perpetuate Traditional Ecological
recommended actions). Knowledge and Values



https://planning.hawaii.gov/sustainability/hawaii2050/
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ARIZONA INDICATORS
L A A Project Managed by Morrison Institute for Public Policy

* Began in 2007 by Arizona State
University with several community
partners. Still ongoing.

* Purpose: to serve as a central
resource for data and insights to
help support policy making and
public awareness of the state’s
competitiveness and other issues.

* Arizona Indicators presents
Interactive data visualizations and
mapping tools, public opinion
data, and timely policy analysis.

Broad content areas

. Economy

. Public Finance

. Education
Innovation

. Sustainability

. Culture

. Health

Human Assistance
. Criminal Justice
10.Transportation

© 0 ~NOUAWNEPR


https://sustainability-innovation.asu.edu/dcdc/arizona-indicators/

Week #4 (October 51) -- Guest Presentation:
“Equity and Public Health: It’s Not Your Genetic Code
But Your Zip Code That Matters”

 Director, Office of Health Equity; Colorado

Dept. of Public Health and Environment
Equity is...
when everyone, regardless of who they are or
where they come from, has the opportunity to
thrive. This requires eliminating barriers like
el poverty and repairing injustices in systems such
Sheila Davis as education, health, criminal justice and
transportation.




Week #5 (Oct. 12t) -- Guest Presentation:
“Food Insecurity: Post-Pandemic and Climate Change
Challenges”

* Adjunct Instructor, Graduate School of Social
Work—DU (“Food Systems, Food Justice”)

e Steering Committee, Food Justice NorthWest
Aurora

“Some estimates concerning increased food

(I?,it:tfii,?) Insecurity in Denver are that rates have tripled
wasaki from previous (pre-2019) estimates--one In

MSW seven or one In ten in certain areas.”



