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Denver neighborhoods at higher risk for food insecurity are generally 
the same neighborhoods with more racially and ethnically diverse populations

Geographic distribution of those people 
“at-risk” in Denver - 8 SES variables

• Household poverty

• Median household income

• Unemployment

• Pops. employed in professional 
occupations

• Household owner occupancy

• Pops. with HS diploma

• Pops. with at least a bachelor’s degree 



Child food insecurity is tied to a complex 
web of SES indicators

Geographic distribution of child well-
being index - 11 indicator index

o Adults w/o HS diploma
o Births to women w/o a HS diploma
o Children in single-parent families
o Child poverty
o Kindergarten readinesss
o Overweight or obese children
o Teen births
o Unemployment
o Violent crime
o 3rd garders not at reading grade level
o 9th garders chronically absent
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Recent findings from a Colorado Health 
Foundation study – April 2020

“Ensuring that no Coloradan goes hunger must be a priority for our state.”  - CHF





Complete Neighborhood 
Food Environments

“Community-defined set of food amenities that together provide for 
the food needs of all community members, integrating the culture 
and values of each neighborhood”

- Denver Food Vision 2017



Food in Communities 
Priorities & Opportunities

1. Support Farmers and Food Businesses 

2. Increase Community Food Production - add farms, greenhouse, garden 
into every community 

3. Improve Food Pantry Services, Outreach, and Access to Services

4. Improve Transportation Options to Get To/From Food

5. Develop or Expand Mobile Markets and Mobile Groceries - Co-locate 
food access points (transit, housing, schools, library) 

6. Improve Food Options at School - Integrate agriculture & nutrition 
education into currently existing programs 

7. Increase Food Rescue and Distribution

8. Support local food businesses by developing a local food hub for fresh 
produce, and donated, rescued and value-added food

9. Increase coordination, collaboration, communication, and integration of 
currently existing programs to better serve communities. 11



Want to: 
Share an idea? 
Ask a question? 
Get more information?

Mondi Mason 

mondi.mason@denvergov.org
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